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— LETTER: © a FRIEND; 
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Pug Received yours, bel gate tlie 100 
8 1 paſt, and have wed s obſerved its 
n Contents. I am glad to find you ſtill 
NN faſt Friend to the Government, and 
zealous for the Preſervation of our happy Con- 
ſtitution, and the Liberties and Properties of 
* People. | 
| You write, you. "are all in an Uproar, in 


your Parts, about TRA Prack. hat when 
= B Bn, * 


CONSTITUTION; 


the Prelihinaries came out (which, as well as 
the Articles of the Definitive Treaty, you lay; 
were publiſhed only by the Dutch News-Writ- 
ers; nothing of either having been ſo here, by 
Authority; even to this Day), the Friends of 
the Government were ſurpriſed at them, and 
took them not to be genuine; but were in full 
Hopes, that when the Articles of the Dy 1- 
NITIVE TREATY ap they would be 
ſuch as would give Content to us all. But 
now we all look upon theſe to be much worſe 
than the firſt; as much to the Hart of the Peo⸗ 
ple, and very derogatory to the Honour and 
| Dignity of the State of Great Britain; and 
that thereby the Ends of the War are no ways 
anſwered. Vou fay, you think the Matters 
contained in theſe Articles, being of the greateſt 
Moment and Concern to us all, they ought to 
have been conſidered in Parliament, before they 
were concluded upon. e eee e 
You go on to complain, that you have had 
ſome Converſation with ſome Perſons about 
you ; Who tell yon; they are very ſorry that 
4 erms of the Peace do hot give Satisfac- 
tion; but that the Miniftry could get no bet- 
ter: And as it is the King's PREROGATIVE to 
make War and Peace, it ought to be. left to 
him to judge what is beſt for s. 
It is upon this laſt Point chiefly, Sir, I ſee 
you demand my Thoughts; but I cannot diſ- 
dern of what Service any Man's private Thoughts 
Fan be to you, or any-body elſe; for theſe 
| . . Matters 
| 


I | 0 5.4] 
PR are of ſuch an high and delicate Na- 


ture and Complexion, that they ate only pro- 
per to be diſcuſſed by the comhined Wiſdom 


of the whole Legiſlature. However, rather 


than diſoblige an old Friend, I have ſent you 


what occurs to me on this Head, and on omg 


others nearly relating to it, and almoſt of equal 
Impo rtance to the Public. 4 

The Writers of greateſt Note, on the Lavy 
of Nations, define a free Eſtate (as we take 
ours to be); Coetus perfectus liberorum hominum 
{Oe & utilitatis communis cauja'ſoci- 
that 1s, An Aſſociation of Freemeg, 


wy by be governed by Laws,” for their commem 


* Safety and Utility.” 2113 e eee 
Such an Aſſociation is termed Body Poli- 


tic, or the Conſtitution of ſuch a State: And 


as of natural Bodies, ſome are more robuſt and 
better built than others, ſo are likewiſe thoſe 
Bodies Politic, as 8857 are better or worſe oon· 
trived. *%; & WE *% 2.3 
Mis che Natural Bodies which.conkit of 
Matter and Spirit, ſo do the Bodies Politio: 
The A are the Individuals of the 
r is the Laws and Conſtitu- 
the n by which the Parts are 
pat, © Rs and nit together and the- * 
; * (3 1 lad. 
6: The Laws of Socke 


are bene the Form 
of Government; of which Writets obſerve 


there are but Three good and perfect, wiz. 


Monarchy, where the "ſumma poteſtut, or the 
r nen 8 2 * 


2 
WO * 


\ 
abſus 


. Ä 


| 1 6 1 

. Has is in one Man; ; Ariſtocracy, 

1 _ the Power i is in the Optimates, or Great 
1; and. Democracy, where the abſolute 

Pewer is in the whole Body of the Peo ple, 


great and ſmall. 

The ſumma poteſtas of 2 State is ſaid to 
conkiſt in the Power to. make Laws, and to 
_ enforce the Execution of them: And where- 
ſoever that Power is lodged, whether in one 
or more; in him, or them, is the Sovereign 
of ſuch a State; and (as is by all 1 
agreed) with him or them reſpectively, i is Iodg- 
ed the ſole and abſolute Power of acting and 
tranſacting all the weighty Afairs-of ches State, 


either wich reſpot to foreign or domeſtic Con- 
| cerns. e 11 
be ee names ſ9 7 — 9 Sorts of Go- a 
vernment, which he terms the bad ones, vg. 
Tyranny, y here the Prince's. Will js the L fs 4 
tae Abuſe of Ariſtocracy, where the Gre 
ou the Little ones; and Anarchy, Eng 
People govern irregularly, as they are often a 
to do. But the great Cn, in his In/tt- 
tutiones juris naturalis gentium & publici 
printed at Paris with the Royal Licence, a 
others, teckon theſe Three to be only the 
Abuſe of the Three good Forms of Gavern= 
ment; and that beſides: theſe three, there can 
be no other eſſential F orm of Government 
found: His Words are: Forma vero regiminis 
emmino tripleꝶ eſt; M. onarchia, Ariſtocratia, & 
Democratia: Qyiaquid autem * nec Coe 
r 


171 


Sie 70 
tum aliquem ſocialem fne_ulla, harum rl 


Errant igitur gui “ formis is tribus, mi xn 


aliguad imperii genus conſtituunt.. Majeſtas. en 
nim eſt Euer! individuum, quod regi, m.. 
& ppl nei. 


tibus, & populs, djvifm ſumptis, concedi_neqtit, 
Si ſumma oteſtas fit penes -corventum, qui ex 
rege & optimatibus conſtituitur, oft rift — 


tia : Si ex rege, optimatibus, & popule, eff De+ 


mocratia, That is: The Form of Goyerns 
{© ment is altogether of a three-fold Nature 
„to wit, Monarchical, Ariſtocratical, and Der 
% mocratical : Search where you will, you { 

cc not find any one Society without 5 ſome of 


te theſe, Forms; For they 8 much; 


„ who would conſtitute 2 mixed Kind of Go: 
te vernment quit of any of theſe Three. Majeſty, 


* 


LIE #4 #1 78 * Ls © 1 
« therefore, is ſoniething which cannot be 


% diyided, nor given to the King, the Nobles, 


gr the iy ſeparately. _ If the ſupreme 
% Power be lodged in the Kin ß Nor 


„ bles, it is an Ariſtocracy, it in 
* the Noble, and the People, it is then @ De. 


 mgcracy::”: Becauſe the Conſent of all thele 
Three: is abſolutely requ ired for making tho 
Laws, and appointing the F orgs of. Obedience 


to them. . 


Ie a ERA 2 * 5 "7 1 3 00 $ apa 
By our Conſtitution, rheſe are only in the 


Parliament, conſiſting of Ring, Lords, and 


Commons; and ſo it is eaſy to infer, where the 
fole Power. of making War and Peace with us, 


Writers) we hold our State to be a Democracy, 


'$ 


— 


— 


\ . 


Ws 181 
pr, as fame others chooſe tq term it, a Himniteg 
Monarchy, the Argument is all the fame; for 
jt is plain the King, by himſelf, has not the 
ſammum imperium, or abſolute Power of mak: 
ing the Laws, or of ſettling the Forms of Obe- 
gience to them; but theſe are the Acts of the 
whole Body Politic, of which the King is che 
Head: Yer heis to act but in Conjun®tion on. 
iy with the reſt of the Body; eſpecially where 
he” Tives and Fortunes of all are at ſtake ; ag 
doubriefs they are in the great Concerns Int 
War and Peace, Alliatges and Trade with fo- 
„ Navions, Wo, © tO OO 
As, - w, many great Privileges and Pre-: 
| ine Ei: 6:7 above 7 — Perſons, 85 diltinguiſnt 
| the Head frqm the Body, and'to enable hig 


— 


s execute the Functions proper for the Head : 


But our Lawyers of greateſt Note, vis. Finch 
and; Coke, obſerve, that all theſe Privileges an 
Pre-eminences are but Parts of the Common 
Za, allowed and calculated for the Benefit of 
he whole Body; but that the King may not, 
n, any wiſe, uſe theſe Parts of the Common 
aw, to the hurt and prejudice bf thoſe having 
right to the other Parts, for their reſpeCtive, In- 
tereſts, vig. their Religion, Liberties, and Pro: 
—_—_ tir og: - . 
Sir H. Finch was premier Serjeant to King 
Charles the Second Ha lady Be ſupp 1 
ve carried the Preragati ve as high as he 


e e n any Lord, Cate In g 


7 
„ 
\ 


9 1 
* That the Pretogatives are Parts of the Com 
e mon Law, and as a Finger of the ſame 
& Hand.” And in ſo many Words tells us; 
„% That the Kint's Prerogative ſtretches not 
* to the doing of any Wrong; for it grow 
*© eth wholly. from the Reaſon of the Common 
© Law; and as it were a Finger of that Hand; 
* although ſo much differing in Faſhion, as 
te the Head and the Body can never be of the 
“ lame pr tion. 66 [ 
My Lord ( Coke ſays further, that the Word 
« Prerogative properly relates to one of the 
i King's Privileges; viz. his having a Negative 
* in Acts of Parliament ; and he derives It 
« from pre, Ahoi ne before, and rogo to ask; 
Ge intimating, that, in making Laws, the People 


ask and feſolye, but the ing muſt conſent 


e before it can be a Law: That the Privileges 


and Pre-eminences of the Sovereign were ati- 


* tiently termed in the general, Turg Corone; 
cc 5 13 ium; Se.“ And he ſa 11 The Si 
& Word Prerogati ve is only twice mentioned 


in all Littleton's Treatiſe on the Tenutes ; 
and in both Places as a Patt of the Com- 


te | 12 T3 „ . # 
mon Law; and with reſpect to private Rights 


de only.“ M 


But the Word is #ow.uſtd in the general, td 


kignify the whole Rights of the Crown, _ 
The abſolute Poxyer of making War and Peace 


has been claimed "as" a Prerogative, ever ſince 
the Family of the Stuart came to the Crown: 


And the later Writers in their Times, down td 


the 


| — 


{ 20] 

the Renin on, have delivered it- as. a Thing 
not doubted of. But they (fo far as I can ob- 
obſerve) have referred us to no Authority for 
it, either in the Common Law or Statutes, 
And as for our old Lawyers, none of them 
once mention it among geen; Regia And 
indeed it was no Wonder, - fince it ſeems alto- 
gether inconſiſtent with the State of the Go- 
vernment, as I have Guy, and I hope ar 
opened 1 

Where more Perkins than one have an! In- 
tereſt i in any thing, one cannot diſpoſe of the 
whole, without e Conſent of all concerned: 
The other Members of the Body Politic are, in 
their proportions, . equally ee in the 
Good or Evil which may attend the whole: 
The Head cannot ſay to the Feet, I have ng 
need of you ; nor to the Ny Sc. I have. no 
: need of 9 ou, &c. 

As our Conſtitution ſtands, what could it a- 
vail- our Kings to have the abſolute Poirer 
of making War and Peace, who have , nei- 

ther our. Perſons nor our Pockets in their 
powers? For if my Lord Chief Juftice Coke 
may be reckoned a Lawyer, he fays, © The 
King cannot ſend any one Subject of Eng- 
2 land, againſt his Will, to ſerve; him out 
Ts the Realm of Which he confirms by 
nba 

And every body W that the King can- 
not ACN be thanked) take our OPER fro 


* Int 3 | 


3 { 13 ] | 
ns, without an Act of Parliament; or, is 
cer Words, wihou pr own Fre-willand 
When our Kings had a great Part of the 
Land of the Kingdom in their own Poſſeſſion, 
the great Produce of the Feodal Ter.ores, with 
the Power of the, Perſons of the Tenants 
bound by their Oaths to ſerve them in thei 
Wars, and the Cuſtoms on Export and Im- 
port, they might have made ſome Figure in a 
War, without "conſulting the People; but 
now all theſe are gone, except the Cuſtoms : 
and the ann, depends on the Good-yill 
of his People, for Proviſion for himſelf and 
Family; and likewiſe for the Means to carry 
on a War: And as he cannot war by himſelf, 
what fignifies his declaring War? And if, by 
the Induſtry, Subſtance, and Wealth of his 
People, the War is carried on, can any body 
ſay, that they are no ways concerned in the 
War? But that after they have given or ad- 
vanced-.20;000,000 Sterling and upwards, in 
aſſiſting the King for obtaining Satisfaction for 
the open. and bare-faced Breach of Treaties, 
for the Wrongs and Inſults committed upon 
the Nation in general, and particularly for re- 
covering Satisfaction for the Spoils taken, and 
Cruelties committed; on our Merchants and 
others Abroad; 1 ſay, may the King, in ſuch 
a Caſe, by a bare and /ingle Prerogative only, 
or, under the Pretence of one, clap up ſuch a 
re 46:26 Mt SHS? 5 WERE 
34 . Ton- 


N 


6 
nern e | a | ' 

Conqueſts their Money and their Blood have 
made and purchaſed, without conſulting them, 
or even letting them, know any thing of the 

nee 
By the King, here, and every-where, in 
theſe few Sheets, where I touch at any Wrong 
done, I mean not, by the King, but by his Mi- 
 Hiftry; for, by our Law, I know the King 
can do none; and it were criminal, and be- 
low his great Dignity, to imagine that heever 


E 3 


a + 


intended to do any. © 4 
In this Senſe, 1 think I may venture to af- 
frm that 2 Pe Ace. thus abſolutely condaded, 


of Pre- 
e 


r cel wee EN gs 
II this is the Caſe (as it ſeems it is) where 


|  abjett Slaves of the moſt arbitrary State in Eu- 


rope? They are but difpoſed of as their Go- 
vernors pleaſe; and here fo are we. Our Ma- 
ſters have, made a Bargain for us, in Mattets of 
the higheſt Concern, without conſultigg us, or 
letting us know any thing of the Terms; and 
not only ſo, but, in the Plenitude of their 
Power and Prerogative, they have taken upen 
themſelves to disband our Armies, and lay up 

22 . fd 


{34 

eur Fleets; by which the' cy have left it in 
Power of our victorious Enemy to force we 
2, Compliance with any thing they pleafe,” 
very like to put it out of the Power of Parſia- 
ment gr; People, to make any Alteration i 
ſuch unconſcionable Conceſſions and ridicufous 
Agreements. ae: 

M a natural Father preyait o on Re Pry 

dren (Who perhaps had acquired. Means or 

Subſtance, by ſome. other Way than fron Him) 
to truſt him with their Money, on. pretence © 
laying, it out, and improving it for them; and, 
having got it into. his Hands, throw it away 
on uſclels and prejudicial Projects, or beſtows 


— on other Perſons (perhaps Children by d 
her. ae w 8 wen ae 


— haye. 19 9 to 4 f and wid 
not Strangers. cry out % 
% 1 ſame, may, 5 y, Which af fignifies atgu- 
ing from the Law, or the 992 whie 

the Ulage has, been for the His gn, not 72 
ly 185 claim ſuch a Ererogen Ve, but alſo to 8 
ereiſeit. hm} 
anſwer, fir ie That «Blo e 4 Blor tit 
it is hit; and if the Uſage inſt Law, it 
ſeems now 20 ime 187 c Lople 8 Right 
Was! 4 t further, ſometimes = 
Peaple, for 180 Ake of Out and other R b 
ſons, ſuffer themſel ves to de ſilent or inactive, 
to, their own: hurt; And they may not always 
perceive the Dangers they are Ns 4 til they fr: 


us 185 1200 g 28 43 WO 4 2 WI! als "ola 7 


as 1 
1444 


„ 

— F -: #4 Sal avid {14 J * 5 8 
felt. But the Uſage wich reſpect to "this 
Power has not been at all times uniform, nor 
approved of: King William III. did in part 
exerciſe. it, in the Treaty of Partition; which 
was ſo far from being approved of, that it was 
publickly termed A FELoxious Treaty in the 


„ {SA And Queen 
her Weight Abroad, nor the 


. 


now have, is Matter of Aſtoniſhment to ſome, 
and Wonder to all: And there be many who 
flatter themſelves, that the Two Houſes will 
_ reſent it in a proper Way: And 1 dare ſay, it 

is what the People expect from them. 
Whatever may have been the Law and Uſt 
age in England; in former or later Times, in 
this Particular, .1 ſhall leave to others to in- 
quire further than I have done; and proceed 
to obſerve, how, the Law and Uſage of Scot- 
land ſtood, with reſpect to this great Power: 
In which Inquiry, 1 ſhall go no further back 
than the Union of the TWO Crowns, of Eng- 
land and Scotland, in James the Firſt's Reigu. 
It is certain, that all thoſe that filled the 
Scoctiſi Throne, from that Time to the Re- 
Yolution, claimed that Power as inherent to 


the 


. t 15 

the Crown; 3 not remember, that ix 
was eyer eſtabliſhed there by any expreſs EA.. 
befote the Statute of Curler II. Parl. i. 22 
IT by which it is indeed fully declared. 
ithſtandifg all the Oomplaiſance uſed 

nd paid — — om his Reſtoration, 
the States of Scotland, in other T hingsy. all 

his Intereſt could ndt get that Prerqputiue eſtia 
bliſhed by that Statute, without a Proviſo, di. 
The Subjects always being free from the 
Proviſion and Maintenance of ſuch Armies 
«unleſs the fame be concluded in Parliament, 
or Convention of the States; which wit 
Proviſo rendered it of no Effect at all. 
But even that would not ſatisfy the Seats, 
till they had that Prer ative-quite abolithed_ - 
by a poſterior Statute (1 Queen Anne; c. f.), 
by which it is enacted, ke That-after her Ma- 
« jeſty's Deceaſe without Iflue of her Body; 
no Perſon being King or "Queen of Scotland 
“and England, ſliòuld have theifole Power of 
a0 — Peace and War with any Prinet, 
Potentate, or State; without Conſent of Par- 
<« liament: And that no Declaration of War, 
Vvithout the Conſent aforeſaid, ſhall be bind- 
ing on the Subjects of. this Kingdom. And 
by the ſaid Act it is further enacted, That 
very thing which relates to Treaties of 


6 
ec Peaee, Alliance, and Commerce, i 18 left to 
*K the Wiſdom of ;the Sovereign, with Con- 
11 N te Eſtates . nene the 
140 230% +8178 12017 2uM NO £* War; — 


vs 


y chi Act the whole/Affir.is Lated n.3 


ak Luſt and ſolid Footing, and in exact Con- 
fatmity to the Oenbmtien 5; by AE 
whole Legiſlature, and not in any —— — 
or Member of the Body Politic: And 8 
the Proviſo in the Act of — II. nor the 
Statute of Queen Anne, having been by ny 
: | —_ 7744; before the Union nor 
and as, by an expreſs; Article of the 
Len, chere js ſtipulated a Communication of 
Privilegesg it — the Engliſo have 1 
| Benefit of. chat laſt Statute of Qeen 4ne; if 
they think fit to inſiſt on it, Were ROE 
4 on this Head defectivę. or unclear, as 
think they are not, for the Reaſons L have 7 
h gie on uod eee 
Nowy 0 ek of Rights and Pri 
v ulated nion, is contain 
| — IV. and becauſe the Articles of the 
Union may not be in every body's. Hands, I 
ſhall here 1nfert that Article in the very Words 
thereof; ud That all the Subjects ef the 
e United Hall, from 7 
Union, have, full Freedom and Intereourſe 
55 of Tracdleo and Navigation to and from any 
Port or Place within the ſaid United King- 
dom, and the Dominions and Plantations 
t thereunto belonging: Ax D THAT THERE 


_ / * A mee of all "Ty Pri- 
T «Ky ge, 


60 


1 21 

eges and Advantages, Which do ot may 
. — to the Subjects of either Kingdom; 
except what is otherwiſe expteſly agreed 0 
by theſe Articles,” N - 10 -2t9I9% 134-79 "44 
So that by this Article,” the Proviſos inthe 
Statutes of Charles II. the 1ſt of Queen Arie, 
confirming and enlarging the Ge; are become 
the common "Rights and Privileges of all the 
Subjects of both Parts of the United King 
dom; R16nTs AND PrIvitects, which, I 
dare fay, every unprejudiced and diſintereſted 
Perſon will think 'worth contending for. _ 
this, the People are ſecured from being drawn - 
into the Expences'of a War, without — 
Conſent, or of being diſpoſed of by their 
Frince in a PEACE that they are not Parties to. 

should ſuch a Night and Privilege be given 
up directly or indirectiy by Silence or Ne- 
glect, 1 ſhall think the Fabric of the Conſti- 
tution broke; and that we were quite depe- 
nerated and ſunk into another Form of Go- 
vernment. 5 s "A; 10 n . oY 
_ 'Machiavel ſays, « That the Form of Ge- 
vernment confiſting of Prince, Lords, und 
« Commons, is the beſt and fumeſt that cer 
<< Was ebhtrived by Man, te give Content to 
tlie whole Body, by their Raving a Share in 
% making the Laws, and in the Exetciſe of the 
abſolute Power: And that this was che Go- : 
e vernment eſtabliſned by Dem us in Sura, 
“ which made that State Adee 
go ears: And that after the Romam had 
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> expelled the whole Race of Tarquins,'their 
Kings, for their, Tyranny; they reaſſumed 
« the Government to, themſelves, and, for the 
« eafier Exerciſe. of it, they app inted two 
4 Conſuls-and 2 Senate; but both to be an- 
4 ſwerable to the People, Who fat in the 
46 Market-place, in Corona, where the greateſt 
, Perſon in apron State, if he wanted any thing 
was obliged to ſtand and ak-. 
But the Conſuls and Senate, weaning as great 
Ty yrants as the Kings, the People rouzed a- 
in, and took the Government into their own 
, till all Differences were made up, by 
allowing the People to chooſe Tribunes, to re- 
preſent them as Sharers in the ſummum impe- 
rium and Legiſlative Power, according to the 
Form of Sederumhent ſettled; 1 in the Troy of 
os Fo vd Ron bam mo v!: 

But enen, pi. Frame did not. endure for 
wks and-chiefly for want of Care in keeping 
the Balance: Sometimes one Party grows in 
Power and Weight beyond the due Size, 
while the other Two” both languiſh 3 and 
ſometimes TO join againſt the Third, and 
become too ſtrong for it; ſo that, the Form: 
becomes changed to a bad Sort of ez 
Ariſtocracy, or Democracy, and e 
ends in a total Diſſolution of the State. 
With what jealous Eye then, ought wo to 


N the Digs of this our Conſtitution 
that none of the Parts conſtituent of it ſwell 


508 — is as to depreſs 3 with their 
Weight 


a 
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Weight, or render them feeble and inconſie 
able. Should the Head become too largh ind 
ſtrong, by the Increaſe or Extenſion of 72 
rogati ves, or a Standing Army, the People n\uſt 
be and remain. in. the King's Will, bak with 
reſpect to their Perſons and Prop ies, As we 
ſee in other deſpotic States : Or i aParliathent- 
could be ſo corrupted, as to abandon their - 
Truſt, and reſign their Wills (for ſome preſent 
Advantages) wholly to the Will of wy Prince, 
the Balance would be intirely by, AN d theGo-, 
vernment become abſolute in rince, br in, 
the Prince and the Great Men; leaving the reſt 
to be Slaves, for want of Strength . to help 

ves when wronged, | "Max 

That Corruption of this Sort is got i into our. 
Conſtitution, is too plain to he denied; and T 
wiſh I. could throw a Veil over! it; for as / a 
Sacred Text has it, Sin is the Dj rate of 
Nation, and we abound with i it ; The eat 
are neither aſhamed ” corrupt, not to be TE 
rupted; The Candidates bribe the People 
chooſeithem, and they, for Lucre and ſordid 
Conſiderations; . make the Loh ad unnrake 
them, juſt as the M pleaſe 
This anſwers exactly = Virgil J Viſion of 
| ome of the Damned in Hell: Wwe... 


Ws" 1s” Ti . 


Vendidit bie aurb patriam dominumqu we 195 enten 
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"Can any body then be at be loſs where, and 
to whoſe Account, to c cruel and oppreſ- 
ſive Laws? We have divine Authority r it 
(for, here T need not be aſhamed 'of being ſe» 
rious), that 4 corrupt Tree cannot bring forth 
cod Fruit, nor a corrupt Fountain fend” forth: 
feet Waters; a poiſoned Fountain can Jen forth 
nothing but Streams butter ord killing "to MP 
that uſe them. _ 

What could be expected from ſuch Nu 
but enlarged Prerogatives to any pitch the 
Prince would have them? What but Taxes 
upon Taxes, without regard to the People's 
Ability to bear them? and National Debts in- 
Ser beyond all Foſſibility of Wee 

c. 

"© remember, that, being in Diſcourſe wich 
a Gentleman of much Uniderfanding| and 
deep in the Secret with the Miniſtry, he com- 
plained much o the diſaffected Speeches that 
were thrown out, as if the Nation was poor 
and exhauſted, when the coptrary ſo evident- 

Baabe ppeared by the People's running with their 
. Money to fubſetibe (meaning the famous and 
never-to-be-forgatten Six millions and Three 
hundred thoufand Pounds Subfeription for the 
preſent peaceable Year 1748) for much more 
than the Government wanted; which, he faid, 
was on account bf their Having their \ Tavereſt 
ſo punctually paid. I told him I faw'it was 
ſo, tho not for that Regſon, but of Gain only: 
Bat as the Public Debts were mounted to ſuch 

FAC. an 
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an exorbitant Sum, what Proſpect was there of 
the Payment of the Principal, amounting now 
to Eighty Millions and upwards, beſides Five 
or perhaps Six Millions more. of à Navy-Debt 
unprovided for to this Day. To this he an- 
ſwyered me with a Shrug and a Smile fe all 
know Dooms-Day is a coming... 
5 80 or pay comes of the 6 ans 
rincipal ſeems to be deſperate, and to hav 
received its Doom dene even with 24 
ſpect to the Payment of the Intereſt, there are 
ſome that ſcruple not to ſay, that hat cannot 
be long paid neither; ſince (the Charges of re- 
ceiving and paying it included) the ſame * 
be computed at Five Millions per. mum full. 
And the knowing ones make no Bones of it to 
affirm, there is not above Eight Millions of 
current Specie in the whole Kingdom of Great 
Britain; ſo that if we ſubſtract from the ſup- 
ed current Specis of the Kingdom, the Fife 
Millions per Annum, to diſcharge the Intereſt 
of the public Debts, a great Part of Which be- 
longs to Strangers, and goes abroad and never 
returns; as do likewiſe the vaſt, and till now 
unheard of, Subſidies that have been given s 
Foreign Princes, and for the Payment of our 
hired Troops, as likewiſe the immenſe Sums 
for the yearly. Service and Support of the Cu 
it and Government at Home and Abroad, 
c. thoſe nice and knowing Calculators, from 
theſe and other ſuch, weighty Conſiderations, 
think, and probably not without reaſon, they 
: D 2 may 


N on” 
may juſtly expect a quick and unexpected 
of 125 1 — . the Huereſt, come what 
will of the” Principal And if that ſhould be 
the Caſe, there will be no Want of a Sponge 
to wipe off the Scores; the Funds, like Snuffs 
in the Socket, will die of themſelves, we no 
good Flavour to thoſe concerned. 

Perhaps ſome will ſay, that tho' the current 
Caſh is but ſo much at one time, yet, by the 
Courſe of Trade, there is an yearly Supply, 
which, like a continual Spring, will wu: 
keep the Baſon full. 
All Il ſhall ay to that is, that 1 wiſh any 
ſo happen; but though we have had the moſt 
extenſive Trade by the Induſtry and Ingenuity 
of the People fince the Revolution, that has 
been, known; yet we ſee, that, notwithſtand- 
ing all the har 'Labours of the People, in im- 
proving the Manufactories, and the Travels of 
our Merchants for inriching the Kingdom, the 
National Debts exceed, to a prin Degree, 
what ever was known before. 

It has been ſuggeſted by ſorne (and Jam a- 
fraid not without ground), that, fince the laſt 
War began, we ive not only paid for our own 
and our hired Troops, but, by reckoning the 
Subfidies paid to our Allies, and by Preſents 
made to Se for ſtanding neuter and being 
inaQive, the whole of the Allied Army may 
be faid to have been paid by us, excepting a 
few inactive Troops of the Buch: Ang what 
Ke. l 
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we have paid for the Peace, or are to pay, is 
bo known to the Peace-Brolicrs. | 
The wiſe and frugal Queen Ekzabeth, and 
her as wiſe and fubtle Miniſtry, did not throw 
away the People's Money at this rate; but 
when the Queen aſſiſted the poor diſtreſſed States 
of Holland, as they-then GE themſelves, 
ſhe took Security for the Money-advanced for 
them, amounting - to 400,000 J. which was 
punctually paid to her Succeſſor I. at 
Two Payments, as they ſtand entered in the 
public Accounts: But what Security we have 
for our Millions, the Wiſe only know. * 

Tt will be hard, if what has been purchaſed 
at the Price of ſo much Blood and Treaſure, 
mult be delivered up for nothing, and the reſt 
of the Price to be paid, it ſeems, by the Mer- 
chants, by being obliged to fit down under all 
their Loſſes and Depredations before the War; 
and (which is worſt of all) Brita obliged to 
fit down, in the Figure (I may ſay) of a van- 
quiſhed Nation, as a Nation void of Counſel ! 
void of Courage! and at laſt void of m 
Monoyand AAS elf Nn 
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Dis lle fut temper a lens b. 


That ib: In his e n 
keep his Temper? But it ſeems the Proverb 
holds in public- as well as in private Life; 2 
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The Wake of our Money ſince the War be- 

| mo. is too evident, by the great and unac- 
countable Swell of the public Debts; but the 
Haſte of Britiſh Blood is not ſo well — to 
many, though it is likewiſe by much too great 
for what has — — at. dt nc 
In the Six Ships of War, Ge. commanded 
by Admiral "ks, in 1740 (termed the Fleet 
for. ſecret Service; too true, God knows, that 
Service being a Secret ſtill), went out with 1450 
Men; of which, Ships, only one came home, 


* and of all the Men only 260, Boys included: 


By the Loſs of which to the Government, no 
= got any thing, but a few great new. Mer- 
chants, who, ſo ſoon as they got their Shares of 
what came home, 4 the Nin 8 Expence, lei 

bien 260: 

In the other 1 and ſecret Expedi- 
tian (allo then. gerraed fo, tho” not ſo to the E- 
nemy) to. Cartbagena, I was informed by ſome 
of thoſe. who had the beſt Opportunity, of 
knowing g. that, by the Sword and Sickneſs, in 
theſe Parts we loſt about 21,00 Men; not all 
by the Fortune of War, but by Error and Mit 
management at Home and Abroad: At Home, 
by giving the Victualling of our Ships. to Fa- 
vourites, to make Jobs of, which ſtunk before 


the Flect failed, and occaſioned a moſt, fatal 


Delay at the Iſle of #:ght, and elſewhere, till 
more was provided; ſo that the Army came 
too late to do any good, even if they had been 


Troops to be de 9 on; — every 
| body 
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— knew, that many of their Officers were | 
not for military, but for miniſterial and 
y Setvice, and but too many of the 
common and private Men, as unfit for Service 
as they. As fer the Miſmanagements of the 
Field or greater Officers, after they arrived at 
the Places of Action; other Writets have faid | 
enough already, ſo I paſs them 
And as for our Loſs of Men in the Royal 
Navy, and on the Continent abroad, in this 
War, I can give no eertain Acebùnt of it; Put 
we all know it is dery great: and by much" too 
reat out of the few Inhabitants of our ſmall 
ertitories. And if I ſhould mention theLoſs 
of Lives on both Sides in the late un 
bellion, it would make no ſmall Addinon 10 
the diſmal Acebunt: And if àny uneonſtitu- 
tional Meaſures taken by our Miniſters, ſerved 
to raiſe the Hopes of oùr Enemies, N 
voke Proteſtants and true Friends to the 
vernment to join them, Pam afraid ſome of 
their Blood lies at their Door? 
Wich reſpect to Cup Breton the I. K 


whereof, either to France or to us, has nt 


fully ſbewn by Mr. Auchmuty, who lived ſo 
long upon the "Neighbourhood! of it, it the 
Character and High Office of Judge of his Ma- 
jeſty's/ Court of Vice-Admiralty in New 
land, and who made the Plan for our taking i 
from the Frentb, on which it was actual t= 
ken; as none can doubt of the Truth of WH, 
he bas told us, ſo I cannot illuſtrate the fatal 

| "—_— oy 
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Sacrifice of that moſt important Fortreſs bet- 
ter, than by a. few of the Words of that Au- 
thor, viz 0 During the late Peace between 
© the two Nations, ſince the Treaty of Utrecht, 
<« the French, by the Advantage of the Place, 
« have carried on an unbounded: Fiſhery, an- 
< uvally employing at leaſt a Thouſand Sail, 
* from 200 to 400 Tens, and ao, ooo Men: 
In the Year 1730, there was a Computation 
made of 220, 00 Quintals of Fiſh at Mar. 
< ſeilles. only for à Market; and, communi: 
© amis, * aun ab ern Millions of 


Wintals. -1,. 
to Tradfick, if 


Hie ſays, That, with reſpect: 
< e have it, it will, from the Sale of Fiſh, and 
the Price of our ManufaQures, anſwer of 
= _ $0208”: Ten Millions Sterling 


He obſerves farther, «' That —— has 
it, will in Time command all the Trade to 
« North America; and that the French were 

* become ſo powerful, that all our Settlements 
there were become quite precarious.” / 
All Perſons may — 2 Treaſure 
we haye loſt, Dons by its be- 
ing given 328 This is a Peace 
or Free-will Offering with a witneſs, which 
one way or other has coſt us very dear, and for 
which we are to u- wer- chat! 
N eue 2 een Bu 


F 
** - f 7 CA * be 
| : 
, # 2 4 » - 
: 4 ” & & = * * 


— * 


. 


„ r 


* Li — UT —— a. .} SSL. 


not have given them) in open Contempt of the 
confirmed 


8 
But I hope there will be two Words more to 
this Bargain: It ſeems the Court of France un- 
derſtood our Conſtitution better than our own 
Miniſtry, or even our Peace-makers, did, when 
it inſiſted on Hosr AGES: That Court-knew | 
by Experience, that the abſolute Power of diſ- 
poſing is not in our Prince, but in the Prince 
and People taken together; ſo that this Act of 
the Surrender of Care BRETON by the King 
alone, without the Knowledge or Conſent ot 
the others equally intereſted, is but as yet im- 
perfect, and not at all legally ſubſtantiated by 
the proper Parties, ſo as to be hi 
the People and Parliament of Great Britain: 
And if the Miniſtry, lenipotentiaries, 
have taken upon themſelves to exerciſe a Power 


(which they ſhould have known the King could 


King's Proclamation in anno 1740, 
by an Act of Parliament the ſame Vear; by 
which it is expreſſy provided and enacted, That 
whatever wwe — from our Enemies, ſhould 
become our own 2 ties; they muſt anſwer 
for it: And if this be not the exereiſing of a 
Diſpenſing Power with à witneſs, I — not 
what that is. So that the Hench Doctrine, in- 
fiſted on and at laſt ratified by the Ninth Ar 

ticle of the Definitrut Treaty of Peace, of ſend- 


ing them Ho/tages; to remain in France till 


Breton be actually delivered up to the moſt 


Chriſtian King, &c: has much more in en : 
e 10 


Every 
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Every diſcerning Perſon, but our M, 
have always” faid and declared, that, by the 
weak and abſurd Meaſures taken, and all along 
— during the War, Matters could not 
ave turned but better than they have done; 
and when the M——y at laſt ſaw their Errors, 
and had begun to take Things by the right 
Handle, in making a Puſh at Sea, which they 
found anſwered; then indeed, either in Com- 
paſſion to our Enemies, or to cover their o ]n 
Shame, for having ſo long taken wrong Mea- 
fares, to the Loſs of fo much Blood and Frea« 
ſure to the Nation, they elapt up a private 
Peace, without the Conſent either of the Par- 
liament or the People, which laſt, with great 
Patience and Magnanimity, have borne the 
Burden of this unparalleled and expenſive War: 
And by what as yet appears, they have juſt ſet 
us down where they took us up, or rather in 
a much worſe Condition, and without gaining 
any thing, unleſs they can make it out, that 
what they have agreed to give up is all clear 
Profit; altho' without any thing in lieu of it 
to us, ſave only that of recovering what our 
Allies had loſt; and not all that neither. 
So that though we have not the Honour of 
coming off Conquerors in the War, we have 
the great Honour ſtill of having been fo gene- 
tous, as to part with what has coſt us above 
Twenty Millions, for the ſake of our good and 
fear Allies; and that with no further Trou- 
ble to the Miniſtry, than by throwing theſe 
* 29 8 news 
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* Millions i into the general Account 
of public. Debts; which, as already | hinted, 


amounts now to above Eighty Millions beſides 


the Navy-Debt of Five Millions more and up- 
wards, unprovided for: The whole Sum over 
and above ſufficient to buy a Kingdom; and it 
were to be wiſhed, we could raile it to fave. our 


oWn. 
I * ſeveral times had an add. and, I be- 


That if = Kings of France and Spain, with 
their Allies, ſhould take it into their Heads, at 
any time, to purchaſe, and, by private Tranſ- 
fers, 2 Maſters. and Proprietors of our 
public Debts (which, perhaps, they might, by 
certain Ways and Means, get cheap enough) 
and were refuſed Payment of them, it would 
be the juſteſt Cauſe of War that France and 
Spain have had againſt England for. many hun- 
dred Years. A hana | 
We made heavy Complaiats, and juſtly, of 
the Family of the Sizarts (who all breathed 
nothing — the Luſt of abſolute Power). for 
their illegal Taxes raiſed upon the People; but 
what did all theſe amount to? King James 
may be ſaid to have ſold himſelf and Fay 
for nought; for when he abdicated the Crown, 
he left the National Debt as he found it at his 
Brother's Death, without enhancing the Rec- 
in a ſingle Shilling ; And yet — — it is, 


— Prince had 9 n *. a ſtronger 
Land 


lie ve, a ſingular Thought on this Subject, vi. 
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Land Army of National Troops, than in any 
Reign fince his Time. 
As to the National Debt contracted in the 
Reign of King Charles II. if any Credit may be 
given to what was publiſhed of that Matter by 
Authority, at the Union in 1706, it was within 
700,000 /. And what is that, pray ! to above 
Eighty Millions, our preſent Debts, all con- 
tracted in conſequence of the Happy Revolu- 
tion So that if we have got much good by it, 
I may, I hope without Offence, venture to ay, 
we have paid dear enough for it. 
What Rehobram threatened the Children of 
Ti-ael with, when they petitioned for ſome 
Faſe of the Loads and Yoke that his Father 
had laid upon them, 1 Kings xii. 13, 14. And 
the King anſwered the Pe We roughly, and for- 
ſcob the old Mens Counſel that | they gave bim; 
And ſpabe to them after — Counſel of tbe young 
Men, ſaying, My Father made your Yoke heavy, 
and I will add to your Yoke ; my Father alſo cha- 
| friſed you with Whips, but 1 will chaſtiſe you wit b 
Scorpions; has, in this Particular, taken its full 
Effect upon us: The little Finger of the Re- 
volution Adminiſtration, has been thicker than 
all the Loins of the former put together. It 
is true, our Miniſters have raiſed their Millions 
by Authority of Parliament; but where is the 
Difference, whether a Man is robbed with Pi- 
ſtols- on the Highway, or by Perſons (skilled 


in 99 of Hand) od to pick his Pocket, 
or 
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or by having a ſweet Potion given him, to ren- 
der him inſenſible to Danger till he is ſtript? 
Every body knows, that ſuch Doings in pri- 
vate Life would be ranked Felony : How far 
Reaſons of State may juſtify them, 1 others 
tell, for I cannot. 

Much has been wrote by others, to 1 
and warn the People of the Dangers that ſeem 
to approach them, from ſo general a Diſſolu- 
tion of Manners, as now moſt fatally prevails 
from the higheſt to the loweſt: But who has 
believed their Report ? or took one Step towards 
ſtopping the Current? The Laity have appear- 
ed againſt it more than the Clergy; ſome of 
which laſt have even turned Advocates for it, 
and excuſed it in a moſt illuſtrious public Ac 
ſembly. For which, and other good Services 
of the like Kind, he has been twice tranſlated; 
leaving his Mantle and Spoils for his Succeſſor to 
mount by, to higher Degrees, on the like Oc- 
caſions. Vet he knew a Text that injoin'd an- 

ther Doctrine, via. That Men' muſt not do E- 
vil, that Good: may come of it: And another. 
which told him, And that Wiſdom, contrary to 
that, deſcended not from above, but muas earthly, 
Jenſual, and devikſh. But it ſeems, theſe di- 
vine and heavenly Conſiderations, did not an- 
ſwer either his religious or political Views up- 
on Earth. 

But though ſome of the Laity have very ful- 
ly diſplayed both the Danger and Deformity of 
* — Practice of Bribery; yet which 

of 
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of the Counties or Corporations (even where 
Virtue prevailed over Vice and Corruption, ſo 
far as not only to chuſe Men of reputed Inte- 
grity to repreſent them, but alſo to give poſi- 
tive Inſtructions to them for their Conduct and 
Behaviour) have endeavoured in the leaſt to 
bring them to Account. for their nototious 
Breaches of Truſt ? a Truſt that not only high 
ly concerns them that made it over, but like - 
wiſe the whole Nation, and all the Genera- 
tions to come alſo. | 

All Truſts, in their Nature, imply two. 
Things eſſentially, viz. a ſtrict Performance 
and Executioh of the Powers given, and that 
the Truſtee that undertakes it, ſhall be account- 
able, if he abuſes the Power given him, either 
by neglecting to perform, or wilfully acting 
directly contrary to it, and the Intention of his 
Ge This is a Truth fo eſtabliſhed, 
as well by Law as by Common -Senſe, and the 
Nature of Things, that it would be 
both, to offer to confirm it by Arguments. But 
conſummate Vice knows no Shame; Floods of 
a general Corruption run too impetuouſly. to be 
—— gry Law or Reaſon ; from which 
I take the Conſtitution to he by far more in 
Danger now, than it was even at the NRevalu- 
tion, though we have a good and a c - 
King. | 
King James, indeed, drove furiouſſy and Yehu- 
like; the Storms blew, and the Rains beat ; but 
we were then built upon a Reck ; I mean, the 

| F. 
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Virtues of the People: Their Zeal for Reli- 
gion, their Laws and Liberties, made theni 
take hold of the only true and ſafe Rule fot 
preventing threatened Mabie, VIZ, Princi- 
1 — ut 
viking for Prerogativit to-difs 
Laws; * to raiſe Money on the 
— — their Conſent, was but pr cats 
ing the Net in Sigi of the Birds; which” Solbs 
mon ſays, is 4 vain thing, as that unfortunate, 
Prince ſoon found and felt. But, in our times, 
the Contagion has took its gteps under Cover, 

and, like a true Plague indeed, has ſtalked in in 
unperceived; maſqueraded,' and wafted at Noons 
day; and wirke it wil go, and when it will 
ſtop, or whether it will ſtop at all, till we are 
conſumed; God only know] s. 
The Strokes and the Wounds the Conititu- 
tion has received ſince the Revolution, have not 
been few; and it were an eaſy Task to point 
to them, and likewiſe to gueſs at the Danger of 
them, from the Symptoms that attend them; 
but theſe I ſhall leave to others, or refer to an- 
other Opportunity. { el . 

1 ſhall, Wu ouch ah Sed? of the 
Matic ai and Symptoms, which other Writers, 
by lo rience and great Attention to 
blic Ain e made Lad obſerved with "A i 

ſpect to difordered and declining States, 9 
the Cauſes that brought Ree" n | 
N. 


— 
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Some of theſe relate to Dangers from A. 
brodd ; ſome from inteſtine Diſorders; - and 
ſome of them concern both. 
Abundance of good Men, a8 . as of 
Money (fays a learned Author) are the Strength 
of any Nation, and juſtly termed the Sinews of 
War: If theſe are not properly preſerved and 
attended to by a State, but, on the co 
the Money ſent, or permitted to go out of th 
Country, to purchaſe Peace, or prevent a War, 
with a more powerful State, or otherwiſe, un- 
profitably ;'or by forcing the Subjects to go out 
_ of the Land, by wrong Meaſures in the Ad- 
miniſtration, as by kai Taxes, Acts of Cru- 
elty, Ac. ſuch a State — of courſe become 
weak; and as Machiavel obſerves, When A 
Money (given to purchaſe Peace) i is 
*< anda Nation has no more Preſents nor 
-.M # oethans to make, all its Hopes of Safety are are 

gone, and it 78 mak an ay aha, to the 
« „ eng 4 9% 

Another bad Sy peer. in dene is, When 
the Government falls into weak or wicked 
Hands: Clenckius, before quoted in this Diſſer- 
tation, De Civitatum- Mutatiombus, obſer ves, 


that this Miaßortane 1 is e happen i in He- 


rogutery States. 
Where this * A "it-is-often the Source 
* innumerable Exils. Salman ſays, A Prince 


without nen, 16 225 0 get "Op 
2 
3110 1 Nene Beſides 


nene 
| Beſides: the Miſchiefs that happen at Home 

in ſuch a Caſe, Foreign Enemies will always 

avail themſelves of every falſe Step that is ta- 

ken in ſuch a State: They will provoke ſuch 

a diſordered State to make War, When they 

know it has neither proper Proviſion to ſup- 

port it, nor able Perſons to conduct it; and 

when they have ſufficiently outwitted, beat, * 

and humbled ſuch a State, they will take ad. 

vantage too, in treating of Peace; by — 4 ; 

ing Miniſters to deal in it, of much 

Abilities to any the other State has to ler - 
gainſt them: And by the bye, I think we are 

not famous for having many conſummate Stater. 

men, or even equal to ſuch as the meaneſt 

State abroad abounds with; not for want of Ge. 

nius, but of the Means of knowing ſo much 

as others do I was credibly informed, that in 
a certain * „ — W——y was on 


tune to — pl burr br-a ſry Prince 1901 

reign, he could do us little or no harm, unleſs 

his Miniſtry would let him. But our Country- | 

man Mr. Daniel Has obſerved; That weak X 

; 6 Naber always 9 choice of weak _ 
| ers 


E N 
<< ſters, and ſuch as will ſooth their darling 
«©, Humours: And if ſuch a Prince, who by 
« Law. can do no Wrong, happen to make 
« choice of a weak or wicked Miniſter, the 
_ «<. Miſchiefs to the State and the People would 
e be the ſame as if done by himſelf,” 1 
1 might mention Abundance of other Ad- 
vantages which the Diſorders in a State give to 
Foreign Enemies, which I ſhall omit, and go 
to ſome of the Errors in Government, which 
tend to the Hurt of a State, within itſelf, and 
often to its total Alteration or Diſſolution 
The firſt I ſhall mention is, the Waſte and 
Miſapplication of the Money raiſed upon the 
People, for the Service and Safety of the State; 
and that either in Riot, Profuſion, or in Things 
quite foreign to the Intereſt of the People, on 
whom ſuch Sums were raiſed, and, which is 
the worſt of all, ſometimes in Meaſures in- 
tended to hurt them, and deprive them of their 
Liberty and every thing dear to them. 
Money thus waſted and miſapplied, will o- 
blige a Prince and his Miniſtry to raiſe more 
for the uſual Service, and often for worſe Pur- 
ſes; and that by foul Means, if they cannot 
ave it by fair; ſuch as Corruption and Bribe- 
ry, a ſtanding Army, &s- till the People can 
raiſe no more; and then they either ſink un- 
der their Loads, or (if any Spirit is left them) 
they are provoked to riſe in their own De- 
fence; toward which Miſchief, nothing has a 
49h) ＋ greater 
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greater Tendeney, than doubling the uſual Im- 
P and the Invention of many new ones. 

My Lord o_ Juſtice Che has juſtly, 
with De obſerved; That. the P 
will om with the 21d Duttes, tho. 7 
ſeldom keep quiet under new ones; of which he 
gives ſeveral fatal Inſtances: As of the Poll- 
— King Richard TI's Time; for which 
Sudbury, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Lord 
High Chancellor of England, the Prior of St. 
Jobn's of Jeruſalem, the Treaſurer, and Sir 
John Cavendiſh, the Lord Chief Juſtice, were 
all murdered by the People. Another in the 


Reign of Henry VII. by which the noble Earl 


of Northumberland lo his Life. And a _ 
bellion on the like Account was raiſed in 
VIII's Time. Fulix In 3 peri- 

cula cautum. "IPL = A wes 
| Every body knows, that Novelties of this 
Sort have been ſo frequent here, through the 
whole Courſe of the Revolution- Admi nitration, 
that the moſt fruitful Inventions for Ways and 
Means to raiſe Money on the People, added to 
Intereſt and Art in chooſing proper Rs in 
t, without which — could not be ob- 
tained, have been looked u pon as the beſt Qua- 
lifications for a modern 2 whatever elſe 
he might be deffcient i in: But POR giving 
Inſtances,” + 

By ſuch 3 Means Seer our Taxes 
bes raiſed, and the Kingdom pledged for it, 
till the Task is become too hard for us all to 


redeem it, þ 
| F 2 Another 


beavy 3 but 
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Another ill Symptom in a free State, is hat 
I glanced at before, namely, When the Balance 
of Power, in the Parts conſtituent of the Go- 
vernment, is neglected to be kept 3 in its juſt 
Poiſe and Propo tien i 4; ww - Wat. 

By this Ohe, the State of Dennark (the 
then. freeſt in Europe) loſt its Liberty, and be- 
came abſolute in the Prince, Who, before, con- 
feſſed he had his Power not in himſelf, but from 
his People: As, among other Documents, evi- 
dently appears in the famous Letter he wrote, 
I think, to Po pe John XXII. in which are theſe 
remarkable Words: Möbilitatem a parentibus, 
vitam a Deo, regnum a ſubditis, fidem ab eccle- 
fi, accepimus; hanc. fi nobis inuidetis, per pre 
ſeutes remittimus; potentiam tuam circa tuos 
ſubditos, firmiter credimus; ſuperbiam tuam to- 
lerare non volumus: Diabolus tecum; Deus no; 
biſcum-; that is: We received our Nobility 
cc "Fram out Anceſtors, our Being from God, our 
Kingdom from our Subjects, — our Faith 
& em the Church; if you grudge us in this, 
e we hereby return it you back; and as we 
« firmly believe the arbitrary Sway you 232 
</ over your Subjects, we are equally reſolved 


N never to ſubmit ourſelves to your Tyranny: 


Our Truſt is in God, but your's in the Devil.“ 
This Change was brought about by the King's 
encouraging the People to join him againſt the 


Nobility: But now this Prince writes in an- 
other Strain, and as High ON _ 2 


in ä 
| Swede 


Lass 

Sahm had. che like, on a,worls Fate; It had 
formerly been Elective, hut afterwards Was 
made; Hereditary, conſiſting of a Ring anq the 
Senators, in a fort of Arifoeracy : But the $0- 
yerrignty happened to be long in a State of 
nfancy, both in Queen Chriſtian's Time and 
the Beginning of Charles XIs Reign, Father 
of Charles XII. Puring which Time, the,. Se- 
nators had, in effect, divided the Revenues of | 
the Crown among themſelves, and likewiſe 
pillaged and ſtript the People: But the King, 
when he came of Age, proving (as the Hiſto- 
rian expreſſes it) an active, rough, and bauſterous 
Man, he ſo terriſied the Senators, &c. that, in 
the Space of five Years time, he ſo wrought, 
that he reduced a free State to one as abſolute 
and deſpotic as any then in Rurape : And made 
the States to lock their Fetters upon themſelves 
with their gyn Hands, by paſſing Acts of Re- 
viſion and Inquiry into the Revenues; by which 
means he ſtript the Senators bare, and thereby 
rendered them as weak as the Commons: And 
then he eaſily; procured firſt a Power to govern 
the State according to the Laws; but nat ſtap- 
ping there, he {agn obtained, by another Act, a 
full Power to goyern as he pleaſed himſelf, * 

After his Death, his Son, the famous, yet 
religious and gallant Charles. XII. then but 25 
Years old, purſued the lame Meaſures; but, 
upon his ſudden Death, the States having got a 
Breathing ſince, tliey recovered their L 


the 


| » 
which they as yet enjoy: But Whether after 


5 85 40 1 

_ 'preſent King" s Death, it will hold much 
longe r, Time will her. 

: Rete are the Effects of diſordered States, 
Which have happened in our own Times: 
And 1 wiſh they may never = forgotten by 


Free Britons. © 
Machiavel (more n for ph well in 
Phiktics, than for his Religion and Conſcience) 
fays, There is not à greater Error in Govern- 
97 than the Neglkes of Religion,” tho a falſe 
And gives many Inſtances of the good 
Coil ences that attended the due Obſerva- 
tion 85 and likewiſe of the Evils that fol- 


lowed it, where it was neglected. 


We had (God be thanked) the Bleſing of 


the Proteſtant Religion reſcued and reſtored to 
us by the Revolution, and the Popiſh Religion 
almoſt aboliſhed; but, alas! by degrees, fince 
that time, we ſer to have loſt Religion elf, 
and even all Regard to it. 
If a Man is not 4 Papiſt, he may be of any 
| Religion he pleaſes, or of no Religion at all; 
| and, which is ſtill worſe, any Man may deny 
all Revealed Religion, and go unj judged and 
unpuniſhed for it: Witneſs the bold and blaſ- 
phemous Books that are now in every body's 
fands; the Stateſmen (Gallio like) tare for 
none of theſe things ; and the Church either 


Will not, or dare not meddle with them in 
their ordinary and inferior Juriſdiftions ; and 


tlie Cynvocations, whoſe Authority is only pro- 
Fer and of Weight to judge of Hereſies at 
| " * 


1 P=_ ä ** 
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Blaſphemy, &c.-are not allowed to fit to try, 
or to puniſh, thoſe that. offend in that Wa: 
Nor do we hear of any Addreſſes from the 
Clergy to the Throne, for Leave to fit and in- 
quire into theſe Abuſes; which I am ſure, with- 
out a Repreſentation , at leaſt of the Griev- 
ance, would not be bore. with in the moſt abjet#. 
pd progeny Coen Clergy in Europe. 
No doubt it is the Kings Prerogative to call, 
continue, and diflolve both Convocatrons and 
Parliaments; yet if the King ſhould refuſe to 
call a Parliament, to conſider of the State of 
the Nation, or let them only meet to comple- 
ment him on his Adminiſtration, in à moſt loyal. 
and . dutiful Addreſs, that would better agree 
with the Complaiſance and Politeneſs of the 
Parliaments in France, than thoſe of Great Bri- 
The Caſe of the Chureh is juſt the ſame: 
The Clergy have as much Right to their hav- 
ing and holding their Convocations, for judging 
of, and rectifying Abuſes in Religion, as the 
Laity have to Parliaments, for the Amendment 
of * State: But of all the Sons the Church has 
brought up, I hear of none that has the Spirit 
to take her by the Hand, and aſſert her Rights, 
or reſent, her Wrongs: But the whole Clergy. 
ſeem very well contented with achar's Bleſ- 
ſing, viz. Iſachar is a flrong Aſs, couching dum 
between two. Burdens: He jaw that Reſt mat 
good, and the Land that it was pleaſant, and 
bowed his Shoulder to bear, and became a Servant” 
; | F unto 


[42], 
ito Tribute: Their Fear of offending by com. 
plaining of the Abuſe of the Page makes 
the Weight on the one Side, and the Goodneſs 
of the Land that it was pleaſant, or their Gain, 
thaton the other; for which, if they give u the 
Rights and Privileges of the Church, and leave 
their Flocks to be tore to pieces by the Wolves 
and other Beaſts of Prey, N y a dear Tti- 
bute indeed for the g Rings they enjoy 
The true Shepherd 1a, When "the Wolf! mh 

the Heling will fe and leave the Sheep, becauſe 
be it an Hireli 

Her Siſter t s Kirk, is either on a better 
Footing, or uſes her Powers and Privileges af. 
ter another manner: Het Juriſdiction by the 
Canons and Uſage of all Chriſtian Churches,” 

and like wiſe dy her Acts of Parliament, is de- 
clared to conſiſt in the Preaching the 2 of 
Cad, the Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, and 
the Correction of Maimers, James VI. Parl. 6. 
c. 69. To all which they give fuch cloſe and 
conſtant Attention, that neither Atheiſni, De. 
iſm, Hereſy, nor other Errors in Doctrine, nor 
even the groſſer Immoralities, are allowed to 
paſs unjudged or unpuniſhed, either in their 
own Members, or any body elſe, that is guilty” 
of them, according to the Nature of the Ot 
fence, and as the Law directs. And on a Sen- 
tence pronounced in a Church- Judicatory a- 
gainſt any Perſon,” if the Execution of it re- 


quires the Afßſtance of. a Civil Magiſtrate, he 
| muſt 


Can 
1 
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muſt concur, and ſee the ſame carried into Ex- 
ecution, if the Crime is of ever ſo high a Na- 
ture, and the Puniſhment ever ſo great; Fac. 
Me: P. 13. c. 160. One Mr. Alenbead was 

ged not many Vears ago, for his denying 
the octrine of the Trinity. 

Mith reſpect bo the King 8 Promogative; the 
Kirk does 95 deny the King's having a Right 

to call and convocate General Aſſemblies; but 
che Nirk has always inſiſted upon it, that ſhe 
has, in herſelf, of common canonical Right, a 
Power to meet and judge of Eecleſiaſtical Mat- 
ters, whether the King calls them or not. 

It is true, ſome of their Kings have claimed: 
as a Prerogative, the ſole Power of calling Ge- 
neral Aſſemblies, as well as Parliaments; and, 
by the Statute of Ja. VI. P. 2 1. c.1. it is de. 
clared in the moſt expreſs Terms; but that Act 
is as expreſly reſcinded by the Statute of I. and 
M. P. 1. . 2. c. 5. 

Before I quit this Subject, 1 beg leave to ob- 
erde, that there are two Renhelts that Travel- 
ers make on the inferior Clergy of the Church 
of England : Firſt, That he Curates are more 
remiſs in their Charge, than thoſe of any other 
Chriſtian Nation whatſoever. And that I may 
not write without Authority, I ſhall tell it in 
the Words of the late Biſhop of Salisbury, who 
viſited moſt of the Church& of Europe, of all 
Perſuaſions: In which reſpect, © It muſt be 
s confeſſed (ſays he), that the Eng liſs Clergy 
yy - are the moſt remiſs of any: The Curates in 

r G \ FUR 


| 44 ] 
*©-Popery, beſides their ſaying Maſs every Day, 
* their Exactneſs to the Breviary, their attend- 
* ing on Confeſſions, and the Multiplicity of 
**. Offices to which they are obliged ; do ſo la- 
* bour in' inſtructing the Youth, and viſiting 
* the Sick, that, in all the Places I could ob- 


*© ſerve them, it ſeemed to be the complete 
Employment of their Lives: And in the fo- 
e reign Proteſtant Churches, tho' the Labours 
of the Miniſters may ſeem mean, yet they | 
** areperpetually in hem 
And then, after the happy Revolution, the 
_ fame Biſhop ſays of our then Times, in his Hi. 
| ſtory, % We became deeply corrupted in Prin- 
**ciple : A Dishelicf of Revealed Religion, and 
* profane Mocking at the Chriſtian Faith, and 
* the Myſteries of it, became avowed and ſean- 
* dalous, And it muſt be confeſſed, that the 
< Behaviour of many Clergymen, gave Atheiſts 
no ſmall Advantage. This made many con- 
©© clude, that the Clergy were a ſort of Men 
that would ſwear and pray even againſt their 
e Conſciences, rather than loſe their Benifices.””* 
There is another Remurk that all that have 
traveled make; and that is, That the Inferior 
Clergy in England, are the leaſt anxious to hide 
their Faults and Fratlties from their Flocks, of 
any other Chriftian Clergy in Europe. In other 
Places, thoſe of all Profeſſions: follow one ge- 
neral Maxim, vis, Si nom caſte, tamen caute. 
That is, © If they do not live chaſtely, they 
* take care to hide it from the World. 2 ; 
| Thi 


Vol. II. p. 100, 102. 


— 


as} 

This: they think the only Means for niiains 
taining the Dignity af their Order: And it is 
moſt certain, that a Perſon reproves or inſtructs, 
with an ill Grace, if his own Practice gives his 
R D 27291 

Sir, is a igreſlion, 1 be to beer. 

cattle i 41 10 2 
Many other Reinarks Writers have on 
—— Gita of great Diſorders 
in States, which 1 ſhall refer to others, and on- 
1 take the Liberty to mention obe more; and 

becauſe it ſeems to come too near home. 
The Author I have ſo frequently: quoted in 
theſe few Sheets, who is reckoned by all to be 
as ſure a Markſman as ever drew a Bow; has 
left it for a ſure Meaſure, When a Prince has 
% mind to get a * State to bear abſolute 
6« Power, he is to take all Methods to make 
* the People poor; for that, ſays he, never 
A will fail to unn 
Strengths to oppoſe him. 1% 
I am loth to bring ſuch O hizne p but 
whether by Deſgn in ere or by 
mere unavoidable Accidents, we teem re was 
much prepared for 1 

already loaded with full Ei ess of pu 

ions more ſor 


blic Debts, beſides about Five 

the Navy, un | for, as above, hinted, The 
National Trade, a Fund ſor Money to 
help to diſcharge it, is not only ſo cc 
with Duties, Ac. that the Merchants are either 
breaking, or ſorced to go abroad, or to leave off 


Deali ing; 


W 
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Dealing; and they have been ſo far from being 
protected and encouraged, that they have been 
inſulted, brow- beat, and termed ſturdy Beggars 
by our prime Miniſters; and the whole Sub- 
jects, eſpecially the poorer Sort, are ſo taxed and 
exciſed, that the Manufactories, in many things, 


are at a full Stop for want of Hands; and that 


on account of the Duties laid on the Neceſſaries 
of Life, &c. and in being denied the common 
Bleſſings of Light and Air, without paying ſo 
dear for them, that they have not left them ſuf 
ficient ſometimes. to buy a Dinner, aſter they 
have paid the Taxes? ::: 
Who can reflect on theſe, and many other 
things which might be named, and avoid being 
afraid, that we are already pretty well broke to 
the Saddle; if Lowneſs of Spirit, bad Circum- 

ſtances, and Poverty, will do itt. 
If we add to theſe Conſiderations, the Curſe 
that uſually attends a general Corruption of 
Manners in a State, without any Amendment 
or Remorſe, do we not bid fair to ſhare the 
Fate of other States that wrought their on De- 
ſtruction, and of the profane Sons of old El, 
Who would not hearken to their Father, be- 
cauſe, as the Text has it, God would te 
them? Quad Deus at,’ẽji Ye 
Theſe, Sit, are my Sentiments on the Ground 
Work of our heppy Conſtitution; which I have 
delivered as plaimiy as I could in ſo narrow 4 
Compaſs: (for the Subject would: require a 
Volume); and yet Im afraid to too great a 


97}... 
Length for a Letter, for which I beg to be ex- 
cuſed. | 
Fou ſee I have differed from the modern Au- 
thors, who aſcribe the abſolute Power of mak- 
ing War and Peace to our King, without con- 
r But I 
hope I have not only the Frame of the Conſti- 
tution, and the Laws, with me, but alſo the 
Sentiments of our old Lawyers, who laid the 
Foundations of our Government; and even ſome 
of the more modern; as particularly of | 
old Oracle, the Great Davenant, — — 
aſſerted, That who would eſtabliſh it for 
a Maxim, That the abſolnte Power of making 
« War and Peace is in the King, neither un- 
e derſtand our Laws nor our Hiſtories.” © © 
I ſhall, however, leave it to your on better 
Judgment, to take which Side of the Queſtion 
you like beſt ; and am, with great Reſpect, 


Worthy SIR, 


London, Dec. 31. 
1748. 


Yours at Command. 
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N the Poſtſcript to your Letter, you dente 
me to ſend you (which you remember to 
1 have ſeen ſome Vears Fine in my Study) 
a Tranſcript of the Engiiſb Verfianof the 
famous Edict of ConsTANTINE the Great, the 
- firſt Chriſtian Emperor, who, as you juſtly ob- 
ſerve, was ſo well skilled in the Policies of G. 
vernment, that, upon the firſt Murmurs and 
Remonſtrances of the People againſt his Mini- 
ſters and Favourites, for their inſatiable Ava- 
rice, and MIs APPLICATION of public Money, 
Sc. he directly, and without Heſitation, or ſo 
much as conſulting with any of them, com- 
pn 2 8 earneſt, yet N * met of 
s injured and oppreſſed Su and iſſued it 
out according — And 2288 by way 
of Apology, th you had not given me that 
Trouble, it not been to oblige a Gentleman 
of Note in the Country, who is your Neigh- 
bour, and your intimate Friend, and who had 
never ſeen, nor ſo ſo much as heard of, the 
Edict in queſtion, tho fo e, remark- 
able, and excellent. 
7 I 


S 6 = PD. 
\F FN Ges Sr, wi er Pleaſure, a. 
ply with . Deſire, as follows, viz, | 


. r 


To all our $ ubjedts throughout the Previews 

* 15 there be any Perſon, of what Place, Con- 
dition or Quality ſoever, that can truly and 

i fully prove any of our Judges, Generals, Fa- 
* vourites or Courtiers, guilty of any undue and 
e corrupt Practices in the Execution of their 
5 reſpective Truſts, let him, with all Freedom 
+. and Security, a the Throne, and a 
t peal to us: We ourſelves will hear and ta 
care of all; and; if the Facts be ved, will 

6 do ourſelves — [Intref e & ſecurus 
accedat, interpeilot me, ipſe audiam ammia, ex- 
preſſes a very tender Senſe of the Salus Populi.] 
* Let him accuſe him with all Freedom and Se- 
« curity; for, as we ſaid, if he make good his 
4% — Allegations, we will not fail to do ourſelves 
Juſtice on the MAN that ſfall be found to 

a have impoſed on us with ſpecious, but de- 
<< ceitful Counſels.'”. [ Ipſe me vindicabo de eo, 
gui me uſque ad boc tempus fimulate integritate 
deceperit ; is the Voice of Majeſty, and what a 


= 3 juſt and truly great. Prince oug ht to ſay and do, 


in Vindication of himſelf, — in Aſſertion of 
his own ſacred Authority. 1 And for his En- 
</\couragement, that ſhall make ſuch Diſcovery, 
©, we will amply reward him with Honours and 
*/Riches.. So may the Divine Providence ever 
protect our Royal Perſon, and make us happy 

«& in the Flouriſhing of the ace be 
1 | Now, 


[ 51] 
Now, Sir, when this glorious Edict was pu- 
bliſhed, the Romans were in no very free State : 
And yet we ſee what ample Satisfaction they 
received from an abſolute and unlimited Prince, 
Nor did he think it any Dimininution of his So- 
vereignty to deliver up his chief Favourites to 
the juſt Complaints of his People. For they 
could not, with all their Subtlety and Influence, 
impoſe upon him, that an Enquiry into public 

Miſmanagements was affrontive to Majeſty. 

I ſhall conclude my long Poſtſcript, which 
your ſhorter one drew from me, as an Excuſe 
for it, with the extraordinary, but moſt juſt 
Character, given of this Edict, oy the great 


and learned Baronmus; viz. 


* Sanctio ſanttiſſima, digna ſane ad velum 
e cujuſque principts pre foribus e cum 


ce ſpe contingat bonos princi pes aulicorum, mini- 

* ftrorum & magiſtratuum perperam geſits rebus, 
& enormiter infamaria.” That is, This is a 
«© moſt righteous Law, and worthy to be en- 
te E on the Gates of all Royal Palaces ; 
** for it too often happens, that the belt Princes 
e ſuffer grievouſly in their Characters, by the 
5* Male-adminiſtration of their Courtiers, Mi- 
* niſters, and Magiſtrates. 
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